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The  object  of  state  live  stock  sanitary  boards  is  the  protection  of 
the  live  stock  interests  of  the  state.  This  includes  the  control  and 
prevention  of  animal  plagues  (infectious  and  contagious  diseases),  as 
well  as  the  protection  of  the  health  of  human  beings  as  far  as  diseases 
of  animals  or  conditions  under  which  live  stock  are  kept  may  bear  any 
relation  to  the  well-being  of  man. 

The  treatment  of  ordinary  ailments  of  animals,  such  as  lameness, 
injuries,  temporary  digestive  disorders,  etc.,  and  all  non-infectious  or 
non-contagious  diseases,  cannot  be  undertaken  by  a live  stock  sanitary 
board.  This  work  belongs  to  the  field  of  the  practicing  veterinarian, 
and  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the  individual. 

The  state  further  aims  to  protect  the  owners  of  live  stock  by  pro- 
viding laws  which  require  veterinarians  to  show,  by  a written  exami- 
nation before  a state  board  of  examiners,  that  they  are  competent  to 
practice  their  profession.  Lists  of  veterinarians  who  have  qualified  in 
this  manner  can  be  obtained  from  either  the  secretary  of  State  Board 
of  Veterinary  Examiners  or  from  the  State  Veterinarian. 

The  most  effective  work  of  a live  stock  sanitary  board  is  accom- 
plished when  there  is  a thorough  mutual  understanding  between  such 
board  and  the  citizens  of  a state  as  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
which  each  owes  or  bears  to  the  other,  and  when  the  people  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  an  organization. 
Then  only  can  intelligent  co-operation,  and  consequently  the  best 
results,  be  expected. 

The  following  pages  are  intended  to  give  a very  general 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  work  of  the  Ohio  Board  of  Live 
Stock  Commissioners  and  to  serve  as  a guide,  or  as  instruc- 
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tions,  for  persons  owning  or  interested  in  live  stock  or  in 
general  sanitary  questions,  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of 
the  services  of  the  Board. 

WHO  MAY  CALL  UPON  THE  BOARD  FOR  AID  OR  ADVICE. 

Any  citizen  of  the  state  has  a right  to  request  informa' 
tion  or  advice  from  this  Board  regarding  questions  affecting 
the  health  of  animals.  In  cases  where  specific  advice  can- 
not be  given,  if  it  is  possible,  persons  are  directed  to  some 
proper  source  for  information. 

REQUESTS  FOR  INVESTIGATIONS. 

On  account  of  the  immense  territory  which  comes  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Board,  its  varied  duties,  the  peculiar 
nature  of  some  diseases,  and  lack  of  knowledge  by  many 
farmers  and  stock  owners  of  the  character  of  these  diseases, 
it  is  often  necessary  to  refer  applicants  for  information  to 
their  local  veterinarians.  In  such  matters  the  reports  of 
properly  licensed  veterinarians  are  always  investigated  and 
taken  care  of  as  promptly  as  the  numerous  demands  on  the 
services  of  the  Board  will  permit.  As  a rule,  requests  for 
investigations  are  taken  care  of  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  received.  Frequently,  however,  exceptions  are  made  to 
this  rule  if  it  is  found  that  the  interests  of  the  work  in  gen- 
eral would  be  served. 

EXPENSES  OF  INVESTIGATIONS  BY  THE  BOARD. 

Investigations  made  by  local  veterinarians,  unless  other- 
wise specifically  provided  for.  must  be  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  owner.  All  investigations  made  by  the  State  Veteri- 
narian, or  by  his  assistants  or  deputies,  are  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state,  except  where  owners  request  tuberculin 
tests  of  cattle  or  serum  treatment  for  swine.  In  such  cases 
owners  are  supposed  to  furnish  board  and  lodging  and  trans- 


5 


portation  from  the  railroad  station  to  the  farm  and  return. 
Serum  furnished  for  treatment  of  swine  for  protection 
against  cholera  is  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  50  cents  per  100 
pounds  weight  of  pigs  inoculated.  The  services  and  travel- 
ing expenses  of  the  veterinarians  making  tuberculin  tests  or 
applying  serum  treatment  are  paid  by  the  state. 

DUTIES  OF  OWNERS  OF  ANIMALS. 

Owners,  or  persons  in  charge  of  domestic  animals,  are 
required  by  law  to  report  the  appearance  of  any  dangerous 
contagious  or  infectious  disease  among  them. 

THE  PRINCIPAL  DISEASES  TO  BE  FEARED  IN  OHIO. 

Among  horses:  Glanders,  mange,  coital  exanthema  and 

dourine. 

Among  Cattle:  Tuberculosis,  mange,  Southern  cattle 

fever  (Texas  fever),  anthrax  and  black  leg. 

Among  Sheep:  Scab,  foot  rot,  nodule  disease  and  lip 

and  leg  disease. 

Among  swine:  Hog  cholera  and  so-called  swine  plague 

(identical  diseases),  and  tuberculosis. 

Rabies,  or  hydrophobia,  occurs  in  all  domestic  animals, 
particularly  in  dogs,  and  should  always  be  reported  promptly. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diseases  of  other  animals,  such  as  chicken  cholera  or 
other  infectious  diseases  of  birds  or  poultry,  are  also  inves- 
tigated and  instructions  given  regarding  preventive  meas' 
ures. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 

Foot  and  mouth  disease  in  cattle  is  liable  to  occur  at 
any  time,  but  at  present  is  not  known  to  exist  in  the  United 
States. 
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LITERATURE  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  Board  of  Live  Stock  Commissioners  issues  annual 
reports  containing  a general  review  of  its  work  for  the  year. 
Copies  of  this  report  are  sent  free  to  all  applicants. 

Special  bulletins  of  information  have  been  issued  on  the 
following  subjects: 

No.  i.  Tuberculosis  in  Cattle. 

No.  2.  Hog  Cholera  and  Swine  Plague. 

No.  3.  Rabies. 

No.  4.  Hog  Cholera  Protective  Inoculation. 

Copies  of  these  bulletins  also  may  be  had  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  State  Veterinarian. 

INVESTIGATIONS  OF  GLANDERS  IN  HORSES,  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 


Reported  outbreaks  of  glanders  in  horses,  as  well  as 
•reports  of  any  other  contagious  or  infectious  disease  of  a 
serious  nature,  are  investigated  as  promptly  as  possible. 
Owing  to  the  limited  force  at  the  command  of  the  Board, 
and  the  fact  that  reports  of  diseases  and  requests  for  inves- 
tigations are  liable  to  come  in  more  rapidly  than  they  can 
at  all  times  be  taken  care  of,  it  frequently  happens  that  there 
is  some  delay  in  responding  to  requests.  Owners  of  animals 
and  others  interested  should  therefore  exercise  patience  and 
try  to  help  themselves  as  best  they  can  until  they  are  advised, 
or  until  help  arrives. 

HOW  TO  REQUEST  INVESTIGATIONS. 

As  a rule,  it  is  better  to  write  a letter,  giving  all  de- 
tails of  the  situation,  rather  than  to  make  use  of  the  tele- 
phone or  telegraph,  because  it  is  in  rare  instances  only  that 
immediate  attention  can  be  given  to  such  requests. 

Requests  for  investigations,  tuberculin  tests,  serum 
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treatment  for  the  prevention  of  hog  cholera,  etc.,  are  taken 
care  of  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
received. 

If  possible,  situations  of  greatest  distress  are  given  pref- 
erence to  others,  especially  when  a few  days’  postponement 
in  the  latter  cases  would  make  little  difference  in  the  ultimate 
result. 

TUBERCULIN  TESTS  OF  CATTLE. 

Applications  for  tuberculin  tests  at  the  expense  of  the 
state  must  be  made  on  special  forms  furnished  for  the  pur- 
pose upon  application.  These  forms  contain  specific  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  conditions  under  which  such  tests  are 
made,  information  as  to  reimbursement  for  losses  sustained 
through  condemnation  of  cattle,  etc. 

QUARANTINE  OF  TUBERCULAR  CATTLE  AND  GLANDERED  HORSES. 

All  tubercular  cattle  located  by  the  Board  are  either 
destroyed  as  explained  in  the  forms,  or  they  are  perma- 
nently quarantined.  Tubercular  cattle  cannot  be  sold  with- 
out violation  of  the  law. 

Glandered  horses  are  quarantined  until  such  time  as 
they  are  ordered  destroyed  by  the  Board  of  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioners. 

APPRAISAL  OF  CONDEMNED  ANIMALS. 

All  animals  ordered  destroyed  by  the  Board  are  ap' 
praised  at  the  time  they  are  condemned,  or  immediately  be- 
fore they  are  destroyed,  as  may  be  found  most  expedient  by 
the  veterinarian  making  the  inspection  and  carrying  out  the 
orders  of  the  Board.  In  fixing  the  value  of  an  animal,  its 
condition  at  the  time  of  condemnation  or  slaughter  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  It  is  not  intended,  by  the  law,  that 
the  full  value  of  the  animal  in  perfect  health  should  be  con- 
sidered. 
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EXPENSES  OF  QUARANTINE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  CONDEMNED 

ANIMALS. 

The  owner  or  owners  of  condemned  animals  must  bear 
all  expenses  of  destroying  the  same,  as  well  as  of  burning 
or  burying  the  carcasses.  The  cleaning  and  disinfection  of 
buildings  and  premises  must  likewise  be  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners.  But  in  all  cases  the  instructions  of  the  veteri- 
narian in  the  employ  of  the  Board  of  Live  Stock  Commis- 
sioners must  be  carefully  followed  out  to  the  letter. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  GLANDERED  HORSES. 

No  compensations  of  any  kind  are  ever  recommended 
by  the  Board  until  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  each 
particular  case  have  been  complied  with.  The  amount  of 
compensation  paid  for  glandered  horses  is  determined  by 
the  legislature.  In  the  past  the  full  appraised  value  of  the 
animal,  appraised  in  its  diseased  condition,  has  been  allowed. 


THE  MALLEIN  TEST  FOR  GLANDERS. 

In  most  cases  horses  that  are  suspected  of  being  affected 
with  glanders  are  tested  with  mallein.  A positive  reaction 
to  this  test  is  looked  upon  as  final  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  the  disease.  All  horses  with  clinical  symptoms  pointing 
to  the  existence  of  glanders  arc  subjected  to  this  test,  unless, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  veterinarian  making  the  inspection,  the 
clinical  symptoms  are  in  themselves  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  glanders.  In  such  cases  the  animal  may  be 
condemned  without  previously  being  tested  with  mallein. 
When  deemed  necessary  by  the  veterinarian  making  the  in- 
spection, any  or  all  exposed  horses  may  also  be  subjected 
to  the  mallein  test.  Positive  reactors  to  this  test  are  consid- 
ered as  glandered  and  must  be  either  destroyed  or  kept  in 
permanent  quarantine. 
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EXAMINATION  BY  PRIVATE  VETERINARIANS. 

When  owners  of  horses  are  not  satisfied  with  the  diag- 
nosis of  the  official  veterinarian,  they  may  have  the  animals 
in  question  examined  by  any  other  veterinarian  whom  they 
may  select.  All  expenses  of  such  examination  must  be  borne 
by  the  owner. 

A second  mallein  test  may  be  applied  by  the  owners’ 
veterinarian  six  weeks  after  the  application  of  the  first  test. 
In  the  interval  between  these  periods  the  suspected  animal 
must  be  kept  in  close  quarantine  at  the  expense  of  the  owner. 


APPRAISAL  OF  GLANDERED  HORSES. 

Appraisals  of  glandered  horses  which  have  been  re- 
tained in  quarantine  for  a second  examination  by  the  own- 
ers’ veterinarian,  must  be  made  immediately  previous  to  the 
destruction  of  the  animal.  In  many  cases  this  results  in 
serious  loss  to  the  owner,  since  glandered  horses  may  lose 
condition  rapidly  and  in  some  cases  die  before  the  second 
test  can  be  applied.  In  the  latter  event  no  compensation 
whatever  would  be  paid  to  the  owner.  It  is,  therefore,  best 
to  have  the  animal  appraised  and  destroyed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  it  has  been  condemned  by  the  Board  of  Live  Stock 
Commissioners. 


MANGE  IN  HORSES. 


Mange  of  horses  is  becoming  more  common  vear  by 
year.  This  is  an  exceedingly  contagious  skin  disease  and  is 
most  frequently  found  among  horses  that  have  been  shipped 
in  from  W estern  states.  The  disease  spreads  rapidly  from 
one  animal  to  another.  All  mangy  horses  that  have  the  dis- 
ease in  an  advanced  stage  are  quarantined,  and  owners  are 
required  to  treat  the  same  according  to  instructions  fur- 
nished bv  the  Board.  The  disease  is  curable  in  most  cases. 
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COITAL  EXANTHEMA  AND  DOURINE. 

Coital  exanthema  and  dourine  are  diseases  occurring 
in  breeding  horses,  and  reported  outbreaks  are  always  in- 
vestigated as  promptly  as  possible.  Instructions  for  treat- 
ment and  care  of  affected  animals,  quarantine,  etc.,  are  given 
owners  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

SHEEP  SCAB. 

Reports  of  sheep  scab  are  always  investigated  by  the 
Board.  All  infected  or  exposed  sheep  arc  required  to  be 
dipped  according  to  instructions  furnished  by  the  Board  be- 
fore any  sheep  can  be  moved  from  the  premises  upon  which 
they  are  found. 

LIP  AND  LEG  DISEASE  IN  SHEEP. 

Lip  and  leg  disease  of  sheep,  as  the  name  implies,  af- 
fects the  lips  and  legs  of  these  animals.  This  disease,  al- 
though quite  common  in  the  Northwestern  states,  has  been 
but  recently  observed  in  Ohio,  and  is  introduced  by  ship- 
ments from  Western  states.  The  disease  causes  serious 
losses,  and  all  suspicious  outbreaks  should  be  promptly  re- 
ported to  the  Board  of  Live  Stock  Commissioners. 

RABIES,  OR  HYDROPHOBIA. 

Outbreaks  of  rabies,  or  hydrophobia,  should  be  re- 
ported to  the  Board  as  promptly  as  possible.  Owners  of 
affected  animals,  as  well  as  health  officers  and  township 
trustees,  or  any  other  persons  interested,  are  furnished  with 
a pamphlet  containing  instructions  for  the  care  of  suspected 
or  exposed  animals,  and  for  the  handling  of  outbreaks  in  a 
general  way. 

Reports  of  this  disease  have  become  so  numerous  of 
late  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  make  special  investigations 
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of  any  of  them.  Affected  animals  should  be  promptly  de- 
stroyed and  their  carcasses  burned  or  buried  at  least  three 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  In  cases  where,  human 
beings  have  been  bitten  by  suspected  dogs  or  other  animals, 
it  is  of  vital  importance  that  a definite  diagnosis  be  made, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  head  of  the  suspected  animal  should 
be  carefully  packed  and  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  with  a complete  history  of  the  case  and  a 
request  to  make  an  examination. 

Since  rabies  is  an  incurable  disease  the  affected  animals 
should  be  promptly  destroyed.  Keeping  such  animals  alive 
only  endangers  the  lives  of  other  animals  and  human  beings, 
and  nothing  can  possibly  be  gained  thereby. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  LOSS  FROM  RABIES. 

In  no  case  does  the  state  pay,  for  losses  sustained  from 
deaths  from  this  disease.  Under  certain  conditions  it  may 
be  desirable  to  destroy  exposed  animals.  In  such  cases,  if 
the  destruction  is  carried  out  under  the  orders  of  the  State 
Board  of  Live  Stock  Commissioners,  compensations  will  be 
paid  to  the  owners. 


HOG  CHOLERA. 

Outbreaks  of  hog  cholera  are  most  numerous  in  the 
spring  and  fall  months.  At  these  times  no  investigations 
for  the  purpose  of  diagnosing  the  disease  can  be  made.  If 
owners  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  they 
should  procure  the  services  of  a competent  licensed  veteri- 
narian. A list  of  licensed  veterinarians,  with  their  address- 
es, is  furnished  upon  application  to  the  Board. 

PROTECTIVE  INOCULATION  FOR  HOG  CHOLERA. 

Hog  cholera  protective  inoculation  is  now  a success, 
•and  in  March,  1909,  the  state  appropriated  three  thousand 
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dollars  for  further  developing  the  method  introduced  by  Dr. 
Marion  Dorset  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  LIVE  STOCK 

COMMISSIONERS  AND  DEMAND  FOR  SERUM. 

/ 

During  the  past  season  nearly  five  thousand  swine  have 
been  treated  with  protective  serum  furnished  by  the  patho' 
logical  laboratory  of  the  State  Board  of  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioners. The  demand  for  this  serum,  however,  has  been 
so  far  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  present  plant,  that  it 
has  consecjuently  been  impossible  to  accommodate  all  appli- 
cants. Hardly  a day  passes  in  which  requests  are  not  re- 
ceived for  protective  inoculation  for  from  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred head  of  swine.  On  some  days  requests  for  as  many  as 
seven  or  eight  hundred  head  have  been  received.  Of  course, 
many  of  these  must  be  refused  or  put  off  with  a promise  to 
have  them  taken  care  of  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  demand  for  serum  from  the  Ohio  laboratory  has 
not  been  limited  to  our  own  state;  requests  have  come  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  representatives  from  the  state 
pathological  laboratories  of  Texas,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania, 
Kansas  and  North  Carolina  have  come  to  Columbus  to  visit 
the  serum  laboratory  of  the  Ohio  Board  of  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioners. 

The  demand  for  next  year  will  no  doubt  be  much  great- 
er than  ever  before,  but  in  order  to  supply  this  demand,  in- 
creased facilities  must  be  furnished  for  its  production  and 
distribution. 

COST  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  OHIO  BOARD  OF  LIVE  STOCK  COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

The  entire  work  of  the  Board,  covering  investigations 
of  all  diseases  of  live  stock,  all  the  quarantine  work,  institute 
lectures  and  hog  cholera  protective  serum  development  will 
cost  the  state  only  $18,000  for  the  year  1909.  ' This  is  less 
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than  two  cents  for  each  owner  of  a farm ! Whether  the 
work  thus  far  was  worth  this  expenditure  must  be  decided 
by  the  farmer,  the  feeder  and  breeder  of  Ohio.  If  the  work 
meets  with  their  approval  and  they  find  it  worth  improving 
and  developing,  they  should  give  it  their  support  wherever 
they  can  and  demand  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  next  year. 
This  is  only  10  cents  per  head  for  each  owner  of  a farm,  but 
it  would  place  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioners on  a plane  as  high  as  that  of  any  similar  board 
in  the  United  States,  and,  judging  from  the  results  of  its 
past  work,  the  work  of  this  Board  would  soon  outrank,  in 
scope  and  importance,  that  of  any  other. 

ADVANTAGES  TO  BE  DERIVED  FROM  A LIVE  STOCK  SANITARY 

BOARD. 

In  considering  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a live 
stock  sanitary  board,  account  should  be  taken,  not  alone  of 
the  many  individual  benefits  which  arise  from  the  protec- 
tion of  flocks  and  herds  in  specific  cases,  but  the  effect  on 
the  live  stock  industry  of  the  state  as  a whole  should  be  re- 
membered. 

STAMPING  OUT  FOOT  AND  MOUTIT  DISEASE  BY  THE  FEDERAL 

v GOVERNMENT. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  quick  and  effective  methods 
used  by  the  federal  government  in  stamping  out  the  recent 
epizootic  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  cattle,  sheep  and 
swine,  this  entire  country  would ' now  be  overrun  with  the 
disease  and  every  civilized  country  in  the  world  would  have 
quarantined  against  live  stock  shipments  and  shipments  of 
hay,  straw  and  grain  from  the  United  States.  The  cost  of 
this  work  was  less  than  $500,000,  but  the  loss  that  would 
have  resulted  from  such  a general  quarantine  could  riot  have 
been  expressed  in  millions. 
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QUARANTINE  OF  KENTUCKY  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SHEEP  SCAB. 

Another  illustration  of  the  importance  of  this  work, 
especially  when  taken  up  by  individual  states,  is  the  recent 
quarantine  of  the  entire  state  of  Kentucky  against  inter- 
state shipments  of  sheep,  except  under  special  restrictions. 
Had  Ohio  not  been  provided  with  an  active  Board  of  Live 
Stock  Commissioners  the  same  quarantine  would  have  been 
placed  upon  the  sheep  of  this  state.  What  this  would  have 
meant  the  sheep  breeder  and  feeder  of  the  state  know  only 
too  well.  Ohio  is  and  has  been  exposed  to  the  same  dangers 
as  Kentucky,  but  fortunately,  effective  measures  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  development  of  the  serious  conditions 
that  now  exist  in  that  state. 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  LIVE  STOCK  INDUSTRY  OF  OHIO. 

The  live  stock  industry  of  Ohio  represents  investments 
of  nearly  $150,000,000.  If  this  is  worth  protecting  by  im- 
posing a tax  sufficient  to  raise  $100,000  annually,  or  less 
than  10  cents  for  each  owner  of  a farm  in  the  state,  it  would 
be  worth  while  for  every  stock  raiser  and  farmer  to  get  in 
touch  with  his  representative  in  the  legislature  and  remind 
them  of  this  fact. 

One  farmer,  for  whom  the  Board  inoculated  some  hun- 
dred head  of  swine,  stated  that  the  protective  serum  fur- 
nished by  the  Board  enabled  him  to  make  a profit  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  which  would  have  been  out  of  the  question 
without  such  protection.  In  addition  to  this,  his  neighbors 
were  protected  from  the  ravages  of  an  outbreak  of  cholera, 
which  would  surely  have  followed  without  this  precaution. 
In  many  instances  entire  herds  of  valuable  thoroughbred 
swine  have  been  saved  by  the  timely  administration  of  pro- 
tective serum  after  the  disease  had  already  made  its  appear- 
ance. 

The  eradication  of  tuberculosis  in  dairy  herds,  scab  in 
sheep  and  other  diseases  is  of  equal  importance  to  the  own- 
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ers  of  live  stock.  It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  the 
development  or  continuance  of  this  work  affects  the  wel- 
fare of  the  state  in  general,  and  that  it  deserves  the  support 
of  all  citizens  alike. 

PAUL  FISCHER, 

State  Veterinarian. 
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